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PROVISIONAL  SPECIFICATION. 

“  An  Improved  Instrument  for  Supporting  the  Uterus  ” 

I,  Hughes  Reid  Davies  of  82  Bow  Road,  London.  E;  M.R.C.S.  England; 
and  L.R.C.P.  London;  do  hereby  declare  the  nature  of  this  invention  to  be  as 
follows ;  — 

The  object  of  my  present  invention  is  to  produce  an  instrument  for  the  better 
5  supporting  of  the  uterus,  to  be  used  in  cases  of  misplaced  or  fallen  uteri. 

I  am  aware  that  various  instruments  are  in  use  for  the  above  purpose. 

The  upper  part  of  my  instrument,  which  can  be  constructed  of  any  suitable 
material  (preferably  of  vulcanite)  is  of  somewhat  similar  construction  to  that 
already  known  under  the  name  of  “  Hodge’s  pessary  ”  but  this  shape  I  modify 
10  according  to  necessity;  and  what  I  claim  as  my  invention  is  the  addition  of  a 
hinged,  curved  supporting  stem  or  equivalent  which  allows  forward  &  backward 
movement  only  through  certain  degrees — about  75°.,  thereby  acting  in  concert 
with  the  human  internal  uterine  support  which  is  known  anatomically  as  the 
“  broad  ligament.” 

Lr>  This  stem  protrudes  from  the,  body  of  the  patient  and  is  kept  in  position  by 
rubber  or  other  suitable  supports  which  are  attached  in  front  and  behind  to  a 
belt  which  circles  the  waist. 

The  above  construction  of  pessary  will  allow  of  easy  motion  to  the  organ  of 
the  body  mentioned  protecting  it  from  impacted  shock  and  affording  the  greatest 
20  relief  to  those  suffering  from  fallen  or  misplaced  uteri. 

Dated  this  4th  September  1900. 

TONGUE  &  BIRKBECK 

Birkbeck  Bank  Chambers,  Southampton  Buildings  London,  W.C. 

Agents  for  the  Applicant. 
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25  COMPLETE  SPECIFICATION. 

“  An  Improved  Instrument  for  Supporting  the  Uterus  ” 

I,  Hughes  Reid  Davies,  of  82.  Bow  Road,  London,  E.  M.R.C.S.  England, 
and  L.R.C.P.  London,  do  hereby  declare  the  nature  of  this  invention,  and  in  what 
manner  the  same  is  to  be  performed,  to  be  particularly  described  and  ascertained 
30  in  and  by  the  following  statement;  — 

This  invention  relates  to  an  improved  instrument  for  the,  treatment  of  mal¬ 
positions  of  the  uterus. 

It  consists  of  three  parts  :  an  upper  instrument  (Fig  :  I,  A.) ;  a  hinge  (r  ig  :  I.  B.), 
and  a  lower  part  or  stem  (Fig ;  I.  C.)  ;  this  combination  is  supported  by  rubber 
35  tubes  which  pass  through  a  slit  m  the  lower  part  of  the  stem,  and  which  are  then, 
by  means  of  tapes  or  other  suitable  fastening,  attached  to  a  belt  round  the  waist 
of  the  person  wearing  my  instrument. 

The  upper  portion  of  the  instrument  (Fig ;  I.  A)  is  a  modified  form  of  the 
instrument  known  by  the  name  of  “  Hodge’s  ”  pessary.  But  my  stem  and  hinge 
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can  be  applied  to  other  suitable  modifications  of  pessary  which  the  condition  of 
uterine  misplacement  may  require. 

The  under  surface  of  the  “Hodge”  (or  other)  pessary  is  slit  in  two  places  in 
order  to  receive  two  pieces  of  non-corrodable  metal  (Fig:  3.  A.)  which  are  pinned 
by  metal  pins  in  position.  ° 

These  pieces  of  metal  are  then  applied  and  suitably  pinned  to  the  lower  portion 
of  the  instrument  (Fig  3.  B)  within  vertical  slits  in  both  extremities  of  the 
forked  stem,  whereby  a  hinged  movement  is  allowed,  in  deviation  about  75° — 90°, 
backwards  and  forwards. 

The  position  of  the  “  Hodge  ”  portion  upon  the  forks  varies  to  allow  for  ante-  1  0 
version  (Fig:  I)  or  retroversion  (Fig:  2)  displacements  of  the  uterus. 

This  hinge  movement  is  definitely  limited,  to  allow  for  special  treatment  of 
certain  known  conditions  of  uterine  displacement. 

The  third  (Fig.  I.  C.)  part  of  the  combination  is  known  as  the  stem.  It  is 
curved  and  forked  so  that  the  two  upper  extremities  of  the  fork  may  receive  the  !  5 
two  pieces  of  metal  which  form  the  hinge. 

The  stem  and  upper  part  of  this  combination  are  preferably  made  of  vulcanite, 
but.  can  also  be  made  of  other  suitable  material  or  metal. 

The  whole  combination  (Fig:  I)  must  necessarily  vary  in  size  so  as  to  suit  the 
varying  conditions  of  uterine  misplacements.  20 

Fig:  2.  shews  range  of  movement  of  the  retroversion  pessary;  Fig:  3.  the 
metal  hinge. 

Having  now  particularly  described  and  ascertained  the  nature  of  my  said 
invention  and  in  what  manner  the  same  is  to  be  performed  I  declare  that  what 
I  claim  is: —  25 

1.  The  combination  of  hinged  and  stem  pessary,  with  its  limited  antero-posterior 
movement,  as  a  distinct  improvement  upon  any  other  stem  pessary. 

2.  The  forked,  curved  stem,  with  special  hinge  as  described,  allowing  for  the 

support  of  various  shaped  upper  pessaries,  modified  “  Hodge  ”  pessaries,  rings,  or 
other  shapes.  30 

3.  The  specially  limited  hinge  movement  which  acts  harmoniously  with  the 
movements  of  that  part  of  the  human  body,  anatomically  known  as  the  “  broad 
ligament,”  and  which  thereby  lessens  or  annuls  injury  from  shock  to  the  internal 
organs  of  the  female. 

4.  The  whole  combination  consisting  of  hinged  and  stem  pessary  and  its  sup-  35 
porting  media,  i.e.,  the  rubber  tubes,  tapes  and  belt,  by  means  of  which  the 
human  organ,  known  as  the  uterus,  can  be  supported  from  falling,  or  from  taking 
the  various  anatomical  misplacements  known  as  flexions  or  versions.  The  forked, 
curved  stem,  with  special  hinge  as  described,  allowing  for  the  support  of  various 
shaped  upper  pessaries,  modified  “  Hodge  ”  pessaries,  rings  or  other  shapes,  jo 
substantially  as  described  and  shewn  in  the  accompanying  drawings. 

Dated  this  5th  day  of  September,  1900. 

HUGHES.  R.  DAVIES 

r-edhill:  Printed  for  His  MajestyJs  Stationery  Office,  by  Malcomson  &  Co.,  Ltd.— 1901. 
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